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Dorothy Barenklau, President Ann Logan Speer, Treasurer
63 Sequoia Drive 706 Ridgewood Road
Huntington, WV 25705 Huntington, WV 25701
7 3 6 - 4 9 2  0 525-2244
November meeting with 
Mayor Dean at MU
The November League meeting will be cosponsored 
with the Yeager Scholars. The program will be a talk 
by and a question/answer session with Mayor Jean 
Dean. It will be held at 5 p.m. at Marshall Universi­
ty's Student Center, Room 2E12. Those who wish 
may stay afterwards to eat together. Metered park­
ing is available beside the Student Center and behind 
the Placement Center. (The Placement Center is lo­
cated at 5th Ave. and 17th St.) There will also be off 
street parking available at that time of day.
Ideas which Mayor Dean will discuss are 1) the 
need for citizens to be active in local government and 
2) a comparison of the Strong Mayor form of gov­
ernment to the Council Manager form.. Citizen input
•  into the operations and policies of local government is essential. The responsibility for how well Hunt­ington develops in the next few years and into the 
21st century rests with ordinary citizens as well as 
elected officials We urge members and friends to at­
tend this meeting.
LWV Finance Drive needs 
your support
The League thanks those who have already con­
tributed to our annual finance drive. Members who 
do not have tirtie to actively participate may find 
this an opportunity to lend additional support to the 
League with a financial contribution. Only a small 
portion -$2- of each membership is allocated to 
our local group, with the remainder funding LWV 
activities and services at state and national levels. 
Without a successful finance drive we would be 
forced to increase our annual dues in order to oper­
ate our local League. Contributions may be mailed 
to the League Of Women Voters of the Huntington 
Area, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701.
^\/Iembership update
The LWV Huntington Area has set a goal of having 
each member recruit a new member this year.
Recycling Returns
Curbside recycling is coming to Huntington again. 
BFI is offering this service to customers at $3/ 
month, to begin in November, on Fridays. If you 
wish to subscribe to the service, contact BFI, 2546 
Guyan Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701, 525-1631. 
BFI will provide the bins.
Items to be set out for recycling will include glass 
(remove lids and rings), newspapers (not in plastic 
bags; do not put out on rainy or snowy days); alumi­
num and tin beverage and food cans. Rinse food and 
beverage containers and crush plastic and metal 
containers, if possible. Bins should be put out only 
when full and by 6 a.m. on collection day.
VOTE for Amendnierit 3
■ -4̂
The LWV of WV supports Amendment 3 because it 
provides for bonds to finance new and improvements 
of sewer and water systems in WV. 445,000 West 
Virginians are not served by public water systems. 
More than 100 existing public water systems have 
been under a “Boil Water” advisory during 1994. 
720,000 of our citizens are not on public sewer 
systems and 60% of our existing sewer systems 
must modernize to comply with environmental stan­
dards. Amendment 3 is a people, environmental, and 
economic issue. When industries want to locate or 
upgrade in WV, they need an adequate infrastructure 
already in place. Otherwise they will go to a state 
that can provide water and sewer services and other 
facilities. The League does not have positions on the 
other ballot issues.
Voter Service
LWV of the Huntington Area will again offer an 
Election Day Call-in Service. It will be on Novem­
ber 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p m
Information can be obtained on voting locations, 
WV Constitutional Amendments and excess levies by 
calling 5 25 -7 6 6 1 .
The Call-In service is sponsored by WOWK-TV.
C and idates respond"
On behalf o f the L W V  o f the Huntington Area, member 
Frances Huddleston has received the questionnaires submitted to 
the candidates. H ie  Herald Dispatch w ill publish these answers 
in a Sunday edition before the election. W e thank the Herald- 
Dispatch for its cooperation.
Educational Activities
League members spoke to Our Lady o f Fatima's Women’s 
Guild on how the League operates and the ballot issues.
An Environmental Shopping program was given to the First 
State Bank o f Barboursville’s Harvest Club.
Thank You . . .
Thank you to League members and friends who helped make 
the candidates meeting a success -- Rebecca Bookwalter, Moder­
ator; Bob Csemica, Timekeeper; and Betty Colker, Karla M ur­
phy, and M ary Robson, for gathering the question cards from  
the audience. The Woman’s Club o f Huntington cosponsored 
the meeting and provided excellent facilities and refreshments.
Leaf composting done by city
The C ity o f Huntington w ill compost leaves again this fa ll. 
Leaves must be placed in paper yard waste bags (found at local v ' 
stores). Leaves in.plastic bags w ill not be composted: Yen can 
save the amount o f trash being hauled to Kentucky by partici­
pating in the leaf composting program or by composting your 
own waste. The W V U  Extension Service, Cabell County 
Courthouse has a brochure on househt^ composting.
Calendar
Nov. 2 7 p.m. Division o f Environmental protection town
meeting, M U  Student Center. ^
Nov. 3 8 p.m. Third Congressional D istrict candidates'
debate, W P B Y -TV , sponsored by the L W V  o f 
W V .
Nov. 16 5 p.m. League meeting with M ayor Jean Dean.
Nov. 28 11:30 a.m. L W V  Board Meeting.
Dec. 5 7 p.m. Legislators Meeting @ home o f Ann
Speer.
LWV iState Board does not 
support gender balance law
The State Board o f the LW V  o f W V  decided not to support a 
law aimed at gender balance on state boards and commissions. 
The law wanted to either require a certain percentage of women to 
be appointed to boards and commissions or establish term lim its.
The Board said that such a law could prevent qualified woinen 
QrmQU from sfefving. L W V  o f W V  w ill continue to nominate 
people and put pressure on the Governor and the Legislature to.; 
appoint qualified people, regardless o f gender or political in­
fluence. The report on the smtus o f women gives us new ammu­
nition; since S2%  m ore^om en are ̂
in high education than men; jobs fo f women have grown faster % 
than for men, etc.
I f  anyone would like to volunteer to serve on a state board or 
commission, submit a brief bio to the L W V  State Board.
I
The LWV is a nonpartisan political organi­
zation that encourages the informed and ac­
tive participation of citizens in government 
and influences public policy through educa­
tion and advocacy. Membership in the 
League is open to women and men of voting 
age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $30 
individual, $45 for two in one household.
To join, send your check to: Ann Speer,
Treasurer, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington,
WV 25701.
N o n -P r o f i t  
Organization  













EXCESS LEVIES AND 
CmSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS
COUNTY AND HUNTINGTON EXCESS LEVIES
P re p a re d  by t h e  League o f  Women V o te rs  o f  t h e  H iin t in g to n  A rea
Voters in Huntington  -  Paving and Rebuilding S tre e ts
V o te rs  i n  th e  C i ty  o f  H u n t in g to n  may v o te  on a 3 - y e a r  e x c e s s  l e v y  f o r  
th e  p u rp o se  o'f p a v in g  and r e b u i l d i n g  s t r e e t s .  The e x t r a  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  would 
s t a r t  i n  th e  1995-96 y e a r .  The amount o f  th e  l e v y  on each  $100 a s s e s s e d  
v a l u a t i o n  would be C la s s  1 - 1 . 5  c e n t s ;  C la s s  I I  -  3 c e n t s ;  and C la s s  IV -  6 
c e n t s .  The c o s t  p e r  y e a r  f o r  a home a p p r a i s e d  a t  $50 ,000  would be $9. The 
amount g e n e r a t e d  e ach  y e a r  would be a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
Voters in Cabell County -  Economic Development
V o te rs  i n  C a b e l l  C ounty , i n c l u d i n g  th e  m u n i c p a l i t i e s , may v o te  on a 3 - 
y e a r  e x c e s s  l e v y  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  econom ic d e v e lo p m e n t.  The e x t r a  p r o p e r t y  
t a x e s  would s t a r t  i n  th e  1995-96 y e a r .  The amount o f  th e  le v y  on e ach  $100 
a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  would n o t  ex ceed  f o r  C la s s  I -  1 c e n t ;  C la s s  I I  -  2 c e n t s ;  
C la s s  I I I  and IV -  4 c e n t s .  The c o s t  p e r  yejkr f o r  a home a p p r a i s e d  a t  $50 ,000  
would be. $6. The amount g e n e r a te d  p e r  y e a r  would be a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .
D efin itions  -  Excess Levies on the Property Tax
• A ssessm en ts  a r e  a t  60% o f  th e  a p p ra ip e d  v a l u e s .  As w i th  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s ,  homeowners who a re  e l i g i b l e  f o r  th e  Homestead Exem ption w i l l  n o t  pay  a t a x  on th e  f i r s t  $20 ,000  a s s e s s e d  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  home. C la s s  I p r o p e r t y  
i n c l u d e s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n t a n g i b l e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ;  C la s s  I I  i n c l u d e s  
r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y ;  C la s s  I I I  i n c l u d e s  v e h i c l e s ,  b o a t s ,  and u t i l i t y  and 
b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t y  o u t s i d e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ;  C la s s  IV i n c l u d e s  v e h i c l e s ,  b o a t s ,  
and u t i l i t y  and b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  I t  t a k e s  a 60% v o te  
t o  p a s s  m u n ic ip a l  o r  c o u n ty  e x c e s s  l e v i e s .
PROPOSED STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
P re p a re d  by t h e  League o f  Women V o te r s  o f  West V i r g i n i a  
Amendment No. 1 - C onstitu tional Amendment to Repeal Archaic Language
"To amend th e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  r e p e a l  and d e l e t e  th e  s e c t i o n  
p r o h i b i t i n g  mixed schools*, rem oving  lan g u a g e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p a u p e rs  and male 
v o t e r s ,  and r e d u c in g  th e  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  v o t in g  t o  t h i r t y  d a y s . "
The amendment would d e l e t e  S e c t io n  8 o f  A r t i c l e  12 , w hich r e a d s ,  "W hite 
and c o lo r e d  p e r s o n s  s h a l l  n o t  be t a u g h t  i n  th e  same s c h o o l . "  A lth o u g h  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  has  been  n u l l i f i e d  by a 1954 d e c i s i o n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  Supreme 
C o u r t ,  i t  has  n e v e r  been  removed from th e  WV C o n s t i t u t i o n .
The am'endment would a l s o  phange S e c t io n  1 o f  A r t i c l e  4 w hich  r e l a t e s  t o  
r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  v o t i n g .  I t  would remove th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  must 
be male and n o t  be p a u p e rs  i n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y  t o  v o te  and would change th e  
r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  from one y e a r  t o  30 d a y s .  These p r o v i s i o n s  have been  
n u l l i f i e d  by th e  U.S C o n s t i t u t i o n  and c u r r e n t  WV r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
A ltho ugh  th e  a r c h a i c  lan g u a g e  i s  n o t  i n  e f f e c t  b e c a u se  o f  th e  suprem acy  
o f  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  th e  amendment b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  
sh o u ld  be removed from th e  S t a t e  - C o n s t i t u t i o n .
Amendment No. 2 -  Removing the S h e r iff 's  Term Limit Amendment
"To r e p e a l  S e c t i o n  3, A r t i c l e  9 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  which  p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  a p e r s o n  who h as  been  e l e c t e d  o r  who has  s e r v e d  as  s h e r i f f  d u r i n g  a l l  o r  
any p a r t  o f  two c o n s e c u t i v e  t e rm s  s h a l l  be i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
s h e r i f f  d u r i n g  any p a r t  o f  t h e  te rm  im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  second  o f  t h ^ ^  
two c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s . "
The S t a t e  S h e r i f f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  o n ly  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  
s h e r i f f  and g o v e rn o r  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  te rm  l i m i t s  i n  West V i r g i n i a .  F u r t h e r ,
West V i r g i n i a  i s  one o f  o n ly  t h r e e  s t a t e s  which  l i m i t s  s h e r i f f  t e r m s .  They 
a rg u e  t h a t  l i m i t i n g  te rm s  d e n i e s  c i t i z e n s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  f o r  any c a n d i d a t e  
t h e y  cho o se .
The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  l i m i t i n g  s h e r i f f  t e rm s  i s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  money and power a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e .  As c h i e f  t a x  
c o l l e c t o r ,  t h e  c o u n ty  s h e r i f f  f o r m e r l y  r e c e i v e d  a commission  f o r  a l l  t a x e s  
c o l l e c t e d .  C u r r e n t  law a l l o w s  a commision o n l y  a f t e r  85% of  t h e  t a x e s  have 
been  c o l l e c t e d .  The commissions  a r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  b a se  s a l a r y  
which  i s  lower  t h a n  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  c o u n ty  o f f i c i a l s .  The r o l e  o f  c h i e f  law 
e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f i c i a l  c o u ld  a l s o  g iv e  t h e  s h e r i f f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  a 
power ba se  as  w e l l  a s  e n r i c h  h i m s e l f .  The s h e r i f f  d i r e c t s  a s t a f f  o f  
d e p u t i e s ,  c o l l e c t s  f i n e s ,  and c o n f i s c a t e s  goods i n  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .
T h is  same amendment was d e f e a t e d  i n  1982 and 1986.
Amendment No. 3 -  Infrastructure Improvement Amendment
"To a l lo w  t h e  i s s u i n g  and s e l l i n g  o f  n o t  more t h a n  t h r e e  hu nd red  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  i n  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  bonds o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  which  w i l l  
be u se d  (1) t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and ' im pro vem en t  o f  w a t e r  sy s te m s  and 
(2) t o  f i n a n c e  sewage sy s tem s  and t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  and improvement o f  economic  
deve lopm ent  s i t e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  t o ,  d e d i c a t e  a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  s o u r c e  o f  
re'payment~bT~ t"he p r i n c i p a : i ~ o r ~ a n d ' i n t e r e s t  on th e '  bonds“ 'a p o r t i o n  o f  ' t h d ^  
e x i s t i n g  g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  t a x  on t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  s e v e r i n g ,  e x t r a c t i n g  o i ^ P  i 
p r o d u c in g  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  l e v y  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  pay such  bonds t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  amounts d e d i c a t e d  a s  
a f o r e s a i d  a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t h e r e f o r . "
S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E n v i ro n m en ta l  P r o t e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e  w a t e r  and 
sewage n eeds  i n  West V i r g i n i a  a t  n e a r l y  $3 b i l l i o n .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
$300 m i l l i o n  would be a 'g o o d  s t a r t  tow ard  m e e t in g  t h o s e  n e e d s .  L oca l  a r e a s  
c o u ld  a p p ly  t o  t h e  WV I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and Jo b s  Development  C o u n c i l  f o r  g r a n t s .
The C o u n c i l  would d e v e lo p  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  f u n d in g  r e q u e s t s  and 
p r o v i d i n g  g r a n t s  when no o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g m e n t  i s  w o r k a b le .  P r o p o n e n t s  
o f  t h e  amendment b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  p u r e s t  form o f  economic 
deve lopm ent  and t h a t  t h e  program  w i l l  improve t h e  e n v i ro n m en t  and h e l p  WV 
become more c o m p e t i t i v e  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s .
S t a t e  v o t e r s  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e s i s t e d  c o m m it t in g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
i n c r e a s e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s .  Even th ou g h  t h e  amendment p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  repaym en t  
o f  t h e  bonds th r o u g h  s e v e r a n c e  t a x e s ,  i t  does  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  
m ight  be n e c e s s a r y  i f  r e v e n u e s  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .
The League of Women Voters i s  a non-partisan organization whose purpose i s  to  promote 
p o l i t ic a l  re sp o n sib ility  among c itiz e n s  through informed and ac tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
government. Membership in  the League i s  open to  men and women of voting age. Dues are 
not tax  deductible. For more information about the League, contact 522-3361.
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